Germantown Middle School
Coach Rapheal Hammond
Dear Students and Families,







Welcome to 8th Grade Science! I’m excited about the opportunity to get to know you, and I’m looking forward to a happy and productive school year. Below I have compiled a list of responsibilities and important information for my class and also from the Staff and Faculty of GMS.  Hopefully this information will be helpful to you for your achievement in my classroom and at GMS.

Specific Expectations for Coach Hammond’s Class:

1) Active participation is required for success in Science and this is directly related to a student’s regular, daily attendance.  High absenteeism will make it extremely difficult for a student to maintain progress with the class.

2) All written work submitted for assessment/evaluation must be written in blue or black ink or very DARK pencil on REGULAR notebook paper, on one side or the paper only, and must follow the correct format:

Page 1 of all assignments—

Start writing on the top line on the right side by the margin:

Your Name

Class Period/Section
Subject

Date should be at very top of page

3) All assignments must be completed on time.  The highest possible grade on late work is an 80.  Once an assignment has been returned to the class, you may not submit it for grading.  Only extreme circumstances will differ. 

4) Make up work should be completed promptly following an excused absence.  Grades will close at 3:00 P.M. on the last day of the quarter.  Work not completed at this point will be given a 0.  No makeup work will be provided for unexcused absences.  

5) Students are expected to exhibit mature, respectful behavior at all times toward the teacher in charge (which includes subs), classmates, or visitors to the class.   
6) Parents, you may check student grades and progress at any time using the Power school system.  The GMS administration will mail your user name and log-in for your child.  
Students are asked to bring the following supplies to class daily:

· The issued textbook I give you

· Study Guide
·  Pencil/Blue or Black ink pen

· Science Notebook or composition book
MAKE UP WORK/TESTING POLICY/HOMEWORK:

· All tests will be announced in advance, and all students are required to take the test on the day it is scheduled.

· The student is responsible for making up any work he or she misses. I will have a make up work folder for each day and it is your responsibility to get the assigned work you missed.

· Homework assignments will be given daily. By completing homework assignments, it gives each student the opportunity to prove mastery of the concepts presented in class.

To BE successful in Science 
BE present.





BE diligent.

BE prompt.





BE responsible.

BE prepared.





BE properly attired.

BE positive.





BE polite to all.

BE proud of your work.



BEhave.

GRADING POLICY:

Student work is assessed in a variety of ways, using the state of Tennessee grading scale.  Please see student handbook for scale.

ACADEMIC HONESTY:

Cheating will not be tolerated. Cheating includes but is not limited to: copying another person’s work, either on short essays assigned in class or for homework/ tests; allowing another person to copy your work; attempting to pass off the work of another student as your own; doing work for another person to hand in as his/her own.  Cheating will result in a failing grade on the assignment or test. 

OUR CLASSROOM RULES:

· RESPECT THE TEACHER, YOURSELF, AND OTHERS!
· BE PREPARED!
· NO TALKING OR MOVING WITHOUT PERMISSION.

· NO FOOD, DRINK, OR GUM.
· BE IN DESIGNATED AREA WHILE IN THE SCIENCE LAB.
· PLEASE WEAR ALL CLOTHING AND MATERIAL REQUIRED BY THE TEACHER IN THE SCIENCE LAB.
· DO NOT CONSUME OR THROW ANYTHING IN THE SCIENCE LAB WITHOUT PERMISSION.

CONSEQUNCES TO NOT FOLLOWING CLASSROOM RULES:

· 1ST OFFENSE:  Verbal WARNING

· 2ND OFFENSE: WRITTEN WARNING RECORDED IN DISCIPLINE BINDER/ PARENT CONTACTED VIA TEXT OR EMAIL.
· 3RD OFFENSE:  2ND WRITTEN WARNING. PARENT WILL BE CALLED.
· 2 WRITTEN WARNINGS IN A DAY, OR 3 IN A WEEK RESULTS IN AFTER-SCHOOL DETENTION
Each student should have any errands completed before the bell rings and be in his/her seat ready to work.  No student should be out of his/her seat without permission during class time, unless authorized by the teacher.  I DISMISS YOU, NOT THE BELL.

If you have any questions or concerns or would like to schedule a conference, you can contact me at 901-756-2338.

Also you are receiving your GMS handbook with this information.  
Once again, welcome to GMS. Let’s work together to make this the best year ever!

Sincerely,

Coach Rapheal Hammond
Student’s Signature
______________________________

Parent’s Signature

_______________________________

